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In the middle of October it was known in govern-
mental circles in Austria that Papen had had several
interviews with Major Fey. The Austrian Government
was extremely alarmed. Major Fey summoned his support-
ers in full war panoply to a great meeting in Vienna on
the 16th October 1936. When the day came he found
the railway stations and public buildings occupied. The
marching battalions were disarmed and taken to their
barracks, and after this Papen had no opportunity to
conspire with Fey. Major Fey and all his family died
on die 16th March 1938. It remains uncertain whether
he committed suicide or was murdered by the invading
National Socialists.
But in the same way that Papen fostered good relations
with Schuschnigg's opponents he strove to be on better terms
with Schuschnigg himself and his circle with the object of
making his influence similarly felt there. At the outset
Schuschnigg was very non-committal in consequence of
warnings he had received from Rome, but later Papen's
insistence had its result, and a form of mutual understanding
almost approaching something in the nature of friendship
was reached.
As long as Schuschnigg remained negative, Papen, relying
on his former Catholic connections, endeavoured to get into
closer touch with other clerical circles in Austria. He
formed a close but interested friendship with Dr. Funder,
the publisher of the clerical Viennese newspaper Reichspost,
the organ of the Government, and with the Foreign Minister
Dr. Schmidt. The latter had been educated in the Jesuit
college of Stella Matutina in Feldkirch. Moreover, during
the whole period of his activities in Vienna Papen was on
the best of terms with Ludwig, the Minister, and Colonel
Adam, the two leading figures in the Austrian newspaper
world. Immediately after the entry of the German troops
into Austria, Dr. Funder, Ludwig and Colonel Adam were
arrested and taken to concentration camps. Dr. Schmidt,
who in the last months of the Schuschnigg Government had
played a double game under Papen's lead, was rewarded